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SUB J : MOTA AMARAL ON LAIES TIMETABLE 
REF: LISBON 2983 (DTG 191649Z APR 78) (NOTAL) 

1 . LAJES TARGET DATE: AZOREAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 
PRESIDENT MOTA AMARAL STATED FOLLOWING A MAY 15 
MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER SA MACHADO THAT THE 
U.S. AND PORTUGAL SHOULD SIGN THE LAJES BASE AGREEMENT 
RENEWAL BEFORE THE END OF JULY. 

2. REGIONAL GOVERNMENT AUTONOMY PLAN: IN THIS CONTEXT, 
THE GOVERNMENT DISTRIBUTED EARLIER THIS WEEK ITS "PLAN 
FOR THE REALIZATION OF AUTONOMY" PREPARED IN MARCH 1978 IN 
RESPONSE TO A CENTRAL GOVERNMENT REQUEST. THE 
REGIONAL GOVERNMENT PLAN GIVES HIGH PRIORITY TO 
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CONCLUSION OF THE NEW LAJES BASE NEGOTIATIONS; CALLS FOR 
CONCLUSION OF INTER-MINISTERIAL GROUP PREPARATORY WORK 
BY THE END OF MAY, "... THEREBY ESTABLISHING CLEARLY 
THESE PRINCIPLES REFERRING TO THE ATTRIBUTION TO THE 
REGION OF BENEFITS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE TREATY. THE 
FORMAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE U.S. SHOULD PROCEED 
WITH ALL POSSIBLE SPEED, AIMING FOR TREATY SIGNATURE 
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BY THE END OF JULY. IN THIS WAY, IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO 
INCLUDE IN 1979 BUDGET PREDICTIONS THE REGIONAL RECEIPTS 
REDOUNDING FROM THE TREATY." 

3. COMMENT: THE AZOREANS' SPECIFICATION OF A TARGET 
DATE TIED TO BUDGET NEEDS IS ENCOURAGING. 

BLOOMFIELD 
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